Percutaneous transfemoral catheterization in aortic stenosis with a USCI Sones catheter curve A type 1 (7540).
We report our experience with the use of a USCI Sones catheter curve A type 1 (7540) to cross the aortic valves of 45 patients with clinically significant aortic stenosis. The technique was successful in all our patients with a fluoroscopic time of less than 3 min. A gradient of up to 200 mmHg across the aortic valve area was recorded, and the smallest valve area calculated was less than 0.2 cm2. The method obviated the need for a guidewire and satisfactory left ventriculograms were obtained. No major complication was observed. We conclude that the technique is a simple, rapid, and safe means of obtaining left ventricular hemodynamic and angiographic information in patients with aortic stenosis of various degrees of severity.